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A=t fasoth of ftiea ig
orobably familiae with the
towaer launcher, 1he idea of
the launcher is, of coarss, to
reduce the drag of the
maodel by sliminatiags thoss
e

pesky launch lugs, There

are many other wavs to do

this but the towessr launchese

offars the plus of allowing
passive iaunch systems on
your modais, In other
words, once you have your
Tower built, you don't nead
to build anvthing special on
vour models to use it Just
isave off the launch lug and
vou are ready to go

The problem comes in.
howevar, when vou finally
decide to bite the buillet and
build one. Although by the
time vou decide this you
have probably seen quite a
few towers, it is often
difficult to remember just
what those towers were
made sut of and even how
they were made in the first
place. This problem causes
many peocple to give up at
once, and back to reiving
opn other people to bring
their towers to launches,

Ferhaps the root of this
whoie probilem is the fact
that many different
imethods and materials are
usaed in tower coastruction.
It is rare to sse two
home-grown towers that
ara axactly the same, Even
prefabricated towers {very
nice but rather expensiva)
may differ slightly because
of material availability,

These tower plans ars,
thereiore a general guide
rather than a list of hard
and fast rules. If for any

reason, vou cannot bulld any
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hegins in Tort Worth, At a
competition there (in which
the nesd for our ovwn tower
was once again being kicked
around) John Dver found a
10 inch Jinside diamseter) two
and a haif fcot iong section
of PYC out in the fieid
Rights to sections of the pine
were quicikly handed out,
and we had one of the more
difficult to come by parts of
cur tower, 1he pines Was
later sawsad into onie and a
haif inch wide rings and
passed out to various pecpls,
who made various towers,
This is but one tower's story,

The gathering of other
materials vwwas actually
fairly quick. These
materials include:

3- three foot sections of
angled metal (90%)

1- nine foot section of 1/2
inch of electrical metallic
tubing (EMT] to be sawed
into three foot sections.

12-1/8 inch X 1 1/2 inch
boits

& 1/8 inch X & inch boits

3C- 1/8 inch nuts

& 1/8 inch wing nuts

1 oid camera tri-pod
These materials can be
found just about anywhere
for around 20 doilars or sa

I wish I could say that
construction is sasy, and
provides no hasselsat all I
wwould, howaever, b= baing
untruthiul I can oo 50 50
far as to say that
construction is relatively
easv. if vou have the proper
tools and time,

o have to be rather
handy with a drill and vica.
Thers ars o less than 36
holes to be drined throusn
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enter of the tower

Adfter vou gzet all of those
wonderiul holas deilled, the
oniy other step is bolting it
together. The only problem
I ran into was tightening
the bodts on the inside of the
ZNIT. I accompiished this
feat by using a metal pencil
to hold the boeit on the inside
of the EMT while I
tightened the boit down. It
worked fairly well

The illustrations will
show vou how everything
goes together and where
everything goes. You should
not have much trouble
following the instructions.
Like I said before, if vou run
into a situation where you
can't g=t a certain part or
vou think another technique
will work better, go ahead
and change the plans, It
won't hurt at ail

What you should end up
with is a sturdy tower that
will give you many years of
service. Our tower has been
thrown and bumped around
many times, and has never
been damaged in anv way.

Have fun and happy
building!
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