LAUNCH RACK

WINNER

NORTH AMERICAN
ROCKWELL TROPHY

INSIDE: Balloon Ejection Method

and Plans of “MY PHIRST”
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Bob Zabriskie has found the perfect
way to keep from loosing or damaging
your favorite rocket. Leave it in

the bag. Photo by Steve Pantuck.

February Sport Launch
by Steve Pantuck

The weather for this launch was remarkable for
February—it was clear, very sunny, and warm, probably in the
mid 40s for most of the day. Initially there was absolutely no
wind; a little after 10:30 the wind staried blowing fairly
strongly (as usual), but it later died to a reasonabie level.
There was only a bit of snow on the field, though the field
became kind of muddy as the day warmed up.

Probably because the weather was so good, a large
number of members turned up to fly. Present at the launch
were: Steve, Bob Zabriskie, Jack, Don, Carl Cufone, Dr.
Bob, Mark, Joyce, Manuel, Arnie, Ted, Glen Phillips, Bruce
Canino, and Sharon and Rachel Selig. There were also
several visitors at the launch; Joyce brought her sister
Stephanie, and Mark brought a friend named Stan and his
son Michael, who was a great help in recovering rockets.

Steve flew the new Estes Der V-3 kit, which turned out
to be a great flyer and brought his 20 x 30 poster of the
famous V-2 cato in memory of the fact that the cato occurred
at last year's February sport launch.

In celebration of National Dental Health Month, Dr. Bob
flew his I-2th, a kit with a mold of a tooth for a nose cone and a
spring loaded poster reading "Ignore your teeth and they'll
go away." Unfortunately, the poster got tangled up on both
flights and failed to deploy properly. He also brought a
beautiful C-powered Ariane plastic model conversion, which
flew very well (though not very high), but which landed rather
hard and fell apart. Because Ted helped Dr. Bob prep it, Bob
accused him of hexing the Ariane as he did the MMU from
the November launch. As Ted put it, "When | saw how good
the flight was, | was afraid my hex wouldn't work, but when it
landed the hex kicked in." Ted may also have hexed himself,
though, because his original lander (the one with the gold
pantyhose container nose) died during its flight.

Among the many kits Mark brought and flew were four
that were particularly interesting. He had an old Estes
Constellation, an old Estes Avenger, and the original Estes
Mark—not the current (or relatively recent) Mark 1|, but the
Mark. He also brought a self-designed large rear-ejection
model. Despite almost unanimous pre-flight derogatory
comments about it from the rest of us, it performed
beautifully, though Mark agreed that it may have been a bit
too lightly powered. In addition to bringing brownies, cookies
and candy, Joyce flew her Maverick for several beautiful
flights. Stephanie brought her first rocket, an Estes Vector,
and had several beautiful flights. After one hard landing a fin
had to be glued back on, and it must have been slightly
crooked, because the kit did an amazing set of vertical barrel
rolls as it climbed out of sight.

Arnie flew a Cineroc twice, once mounted on a
Tomahawk D-Region and once on a Big Bertha. He also
finally succeeded in getting his Hitchhiker Glider to separate
from his Big Bertha and brought a large (fluorescent orange)
F7- powered kit, which landed well beyond the field behind
us but was still recovered.

One thing that became irritating was the amount of air
traffic overhead. In addition to one R/C plane that refused to
stay out of our area, the recent changes in the air traffic
routes resulted in a much greater number of planes crossing
by than there have been in the past. Numerous countdowns
had to be held to allow aircraft to clear the area.

Had this launch been a contest, several people would
most likely have taken some prizes. Stephanie's Vector
would have won altitude hands down, guesstimated at 2,000
plus feet with a C engine, beating out even Arnie's
F-powered kit. Spot landing would have been a close event;
contenders would have been as follows: Steve's Der V-3,
Don's Flying Saucer (which almost landed on his head), and
Dr. Bob's White Shadow. |f booster spot ianding were a valid
category, Mark would have taken that—his booster landed
right at the foot of the launcher! Of course, he only had a
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PARACHUTE EJECTION MECHANISM
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Don's car volunteered to be the marker for a new event,
the "automobile spot landing contest." Quite a few kits
kicked their engines, and most of these kicked engines hit
Don's car. Carl's Saturn-V PMC engine, Mark's Birdie, Mark's
Birdie engine, and Mark's Centuri Laser-X engine all landed
on Don's car. Don himself was nearly hit by several of Bob
Zabriskie's B/G pods.

As if this wasn't enough, Don suffered one more
problem: when he tried to leave, his car sank into the mud
and just slid around for a while. He finally got going with
some pushing help from Steve, Bruce and Sharon, though
Steve and Bruce were heard to make some nasty remarks
after slipping in the mud a few times.

All things considered, it was an excellent launch and the
best weather we've had in quite a while. Fun was had by
everyone there, and we're looking forward to seeing you all
at Goddard HI next month!
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THE CRADLE OF AVIATION MUSEUM IN COOPERATION WITH
THE SPACE FRONTIERS SOCIETY OF LONG ISLAND
PRESENTS

'EXPO 87

Cradle of Aviation Museum Mitchel Field, Garden City
Saturday and Sunday, June 6 &7, N‘OON 5 PM

* Spectacular exhibits of original Spacecralt including Apollo 18 Lunar Module
and Prototype Space Shuttle
* First Public Showing of full size Space Station Habitat module and Command
Center
* Planetarium shows in STARLAB, inflatable planetarium (Courtesy Science Museum
of Long Island) L
* Amatuer radio satelhte commumcatlons demonstration
* Model rocketry exhibit and LAUNCH!
* Additional exhibits on Manned Spacefight, The Space Studies Institute,
- the Space Frontiers Society, Alternate technology, Space spinoffs, and more!

* NASA Films
WESTBURN

* Distinguished Speakers
Oid Country Rd.

* Lunar Lander videogames

ALL EVENTS FREE!

ROOSEVELT

ROOSEVELT RACEWAY

SHOPPING

CALL (516) 222-1191 FOR FIELD
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

‘ o ' o — WEST Davis Ave. ;?
THE LONG ISLAND " oonO - N COMMUNTTY 2‘
SPACE FRONTIER SOCIETY : oy ol H

‘ , 47N bod
PROMOTING MANNED SPACE DEVELOPMENT - €rgh Biva. Ex M4
HEMPSTEAD &>
Hempstead Tpk. COliseum Jex ms
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GARDEN STATE SPACEMODELING
SOCIETY -- NAR SECTION #439
c/o Jack Sarhage

875 . River Road

Piscataway, NJ  08854-5549
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THE LAUNCH RACK

NEWSLETTER OF NEW JERSEY'S SPACEMODELING SOCIETY




